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Saturday, November 8, 1851. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment-roll called-quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr. Wilson presented the memorial of Samuel G. Powell; 

referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. Grimes, chairman of the co1nmittee on }"inance, to whon .. 

was referred a bill to allow the county of' Cameron to levy a 
special tax, reported it back to the Senate, and recommended 
its passage. 

Mr. Scott, chairman of the select committee, to whom W88 

referred the petition of' James M. Gill and Susan T. Gill, re
ported a bill to change the 11ame of Mary Angeline Middleton, 
to that of Mary Angeline Gill, which was read first time. 

A message was received frorn the II ouse, informing the Sen
ate, that the House had resolved, (with the concurrence of the 
Senate,) that the two I-louses will meet in the Representative 
Hall at the hour of 1() o'clock, on this day, for the purpose of 
o:eening and publishing the returns of election for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Secretary informed the House, 
that the Senate would meet them at the hour designated for the 
purpose of' counting the votes for Governor and Lt. Governor. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the select committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of James M. Day, 1·eported: That a 
majority of s~id committee are satisfied from the evidence of 
Dr. Haynie: that sa.id pcti~io~cr w~s severely wounded a~d per
n1anently disabled in the 8prITI'' of 1839, by a party of Cher
okee Indians and Mexicans, urnfer the command of Cordova of 
N aco~<loches, on the morning after Gen. Burleson fought them 
near Sc!!uin, on the Gu.adalupe river, while a member of Capt. 
Caldwell's company of Texas Hangers, and while on a spying 
excursion. 

It ah;o appears from the testimony of Gen. Burleson, that pe
titioner was a good and faithful solllier, at all times ready and 
willing to l'espund tu the calls of hi8 country, and to participate 
in its battles ; that lie is permanently disabled, etc. In consid
erati-0n 0f these foe~ the majority of said committee report the 
accompanying bill for his relict~ and cheerfully recommend itt. 
passage: 

A bill for the relief of Jam es M. Day ; r.cad fir.st time. 
The following communication was recci ved and read : 
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To the Hon. JOHN A. GREER, 
President of the Setiate : 

Sm : Permit me through you to express my thanks to the 
Honorable Senate, for my election as their Reporter. Under 
other circumstances it would have given me much pleasure to 
serve them in that capacity. But as I had not anticipated that 
the Senate would have a Re:porter at this session, I had pre
viously intimated to several friends amoug the mer.abers, that I 
would be age.Lin a candidate for the same office in the House of 
Representatives. Finding upon consultation with those ~en· 
tlemeu, that they are unwilling to dispense with my serv1cea 
there, I feel myself bound to decline th.e ap1)ointment on the 
part of the Senate. 

I am, your obed't servant, etc. 
W. F. WEEKS. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the committee on the Judiciary 
was instructed to take under consideration, at their earliest con·· 
venience, the propriety of passing some law, by which any 
citizen of this St.ate who con.eeives himself entitled to lands 
may instit.ute suit in the Dis.trict Court against the State, and 
repo_rt by Lill or otherwise. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the f0llowing resolution : 
lleBoliied, That the Secretary of' the Senate be authorized to 

purchase a suitable number of comfortable arm chairs, with 
cushions, for the use of the Senate. 

l\:lr. Scott offered the following rcsolu.tion: 
llcsol?Jed, That the ,Judiciary committee, be and they are 

hereby instructed to report a bill granting pay to persons who 
may have slaves executed according to law, in this State, one
half the value of tmch slave or slaves. 

Mr. Truit introduced a bill to secure the right of redemption 
in lands sold under exccntio11; read first time. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a Lill to amend the thirteenth section 
of an act to secure, to all actual settler8 within the limits of the 
colony granted to W. S. Peters and others, the land to wbich 
they are entit1c<l as colonists ; 1·ead first time. 

}Ir. Day introduced a bill regulating foes to be charged in 
criminal cases ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate took a recess of five 
minutes, preparatory to meeting the llousc for the purpose of 
counting the votes for Goverm.or and I. .. ieutenant-Governor. 

Recess expired-the Senate was called to o-rder, and repaired 
to the Heprescutative Hall. 

Mr. Gruncs in the Chair. 
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IN JOINT SESSION. 
The roll of both Ho.uses being called and a quorum present

Mr. Dancy was appointed teller on part of the Senate. The two 
Houses then proceeded to count the votes ; whereupon the 
Speaker announced that for the office of Governor, P.H. Bell 
received thirteen thousand five hundred and ninety-five (13,-
595) votes; M. T. Johnson received five thousand two hundred 
and sixty-two ( 5,262) votes; John A. Greer received four thous
and and sixty-one ( 4,061) votes; B. H. Epperson received two 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-one (2,971) votes; Thomas 
J. Chambers received two thousand three hundred and twenty 
(2,320) votes, and there were one hundred (100) scattering YOtes. 

For Lieutenant-Governor, James W. IIcnderson received nine 
thousand six hundred and fifty-nine (9,659) votes ; Matthias 
Ward received seven thousand seven hundred and eighteen (7,-
718) votes; Charles G. Keenan received five thousand seven 
hundred and forty (5,740) votes; James S. Gillet received two 
thousand six hundred and forty-four (2,644)-and there were 
fiV"e hundred and fifty-seven (557) scattering votes. 

P. II. Bell having received the largest number of votes for 
Governor, was declared by the Speaker duly and constitution
ally elected Governor of the State, for the term of two years, 
from the 21st day of December next, and 

James W. llenderson having received the largest number of 
votes for Lieutenant-Governor, was declared by the Speaker duly 
and constitutionally elected Lieutenant-Governor of the State, 
for the term of two years, from and after the 21st December 
next, ensuing. 

The Senate returned to their Chamber, and, on motion of 
Mr. Bigelow, adjourned until halt:pm;t nine o'clock, Monday 
morning. 

MoNDAY, November 10, 1851. 
The Senate was called to order by the Presi<lent, pursuant to 

adjournment-roll calle<l-<pwrum present-the journal of Sa
turday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne presented the petition of Casimiro Garcia: refer
red to the committee on the _Militia. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of John Bethea and of 
Wi1liam Cmnmim;, praying for land: referred to the committee 
on Pri vatc Laud Claims. 


